Highlights of the Press briefing Held 05.08.2015

Shri Randeep Singh Surjewala addr essed the media today.
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On the question of taking all parties into confidence with regard to national security in light of
the terrorists attack, Shri Surjewala said the national security is the concern of the entire 125
crore people of this country. Modi Government’s policy on national security has been, for want
of a better word, if | may say so, ‘opague’, it is unclear. Signals continue to emanate that Modi
Government is soft on terror or is unable to tackle terror in an appropriate fashion and manner.
Prime Minister is expected to decide a strong policy on national security in national interest. In
his and Government’ s wisdom, they can always discuss various issues of national security across
the political spectrum. There is no bar. It has been done in the past. In can be done again, but it
remains the prerogative of the government.

To a question whether the talks between the NSAs of India and Pakistan should go on or should
not go on as scheduled on 23 and 24™ of August 2015, Shri Surjewala said Indian National
Congress has highlighted today the concerns of al the Indian citizens. We have an incident of
terrorism today where a terrorist has been captured on account of bravery and valour of our
Armed Forces and our civilians and one terrorist has been killed. Within ten days, this is the
second major terrorists’ incident where terror and terrorists have come from Pakistan first to
attack and spread the terrorism in Punjab, when they attacked Dinanagar Police Station in
Gurdaspur and now second terror attack on our BSF Jawans, which some reports suggest, the
module was really aiming to harm the * Amarnath Yatris'.

In August alone, there have been, as | pointed out earlier, 11 ceasefire violations many Jawans
have died, over a dozen have been injured. In July, 18 such ceasefire violations have taken place.
Since Modi Ji has taken over, over 800 ceasefire violations have taken place on Pakistan border
In J& K alone. Now the latest revelation of Tariq Khosa former Head of the Federal Investigation
Agency of Pakistan qua 26/11 Mumbai terror attack that these attackers had the active support
and sustenance from the Government of Pakistan. So both Hafiz Sayeed and Zaki-ur-Rehman
Lakhvi, whom we all know, thrive under active patronage of 1Sl has now been confirmed by
Head of their Investigating Agency.

In that light, the joint statement at Ufa between the two Prime Ministers of providing more
evidence, this evidence is clinching, it isincontrovertible and no further evidence is required and
Pakistan should now take action and hand over Sayeed and Lakhvi to us. In that light, PM must
decide what would be the meaning of hiswords “ Dhamakon ke saye mein vartalap nahin”?

While Indian National Congress has always stood for good bilateral relationship and solution of
al problems through mutual talks but in light of these grave provocations, PM, Home Minister
and Modi Government must decide what should be the contours of talks with Pakistan in light of
this incontrovertible evidence, what is the action that PM would ask his counterpart in Pakistan
to take. How long now before Pakistan hands over Lakhvi and Hafeez Sayeed & others to India
to facetrial for 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks and how does PM Modi proposes to tackle the terror
considering the grave systemic planned provocations coming from Pakistan - these answers he
must give not only to Parliament but also to the people of India.

Shri Surjewala further said that in light of these repeated attacks, provocations and ceasefire
violations, there is a need for PM and Modi Government to review the entire national security
apparatus particularly on the border between India and Pakistan considering the two terror
attacks in ten days both in J&K as also in Punjab and sacrifice of many of our soldiers and loss
of precious civilian and Armed Forces' lives. So, PM must decide how to tackle the intelligence



failure, if any, because two terrorist incidents have taken place. How to contain a hostile
neighbour, how to stop terrorism from taking human lives, how to contain terror and terrorism
from being exported from Pakistan to Indian soil and how to ensure safety and security of
citizens living in these states neighbouring border of Pakistan.

On being asked the take of the Congress Party on ‘Dharna by Congress MPs outside the
Parliament because some of the MPs whose names have appeared but were not there, Shri
Surjewala said Modi Government must realize that and if 1 may say first three lines in Hindi
‘Vipkash ke bgair satta paksh bemane hai, Vipkash ke bger praja tantra bemane hai aur
Vipaksh ke bgair sansdiya karyavahi hi bemani hai’. There can be no democracy without
opposition. The ruling party will lose its moral and constitutional sanctity by brutally stifling
dissent in this fashion and what would happen to upholding of great parliamentary principles
where dissent and disagreement - these are the two key fundamentals or foundations - of the
entire parliamentary edifice. So instead of standing on false ego or its insistent suppression of
Parliamentary democracy, Modi Government would be well advised and as advised by their own
Members of Parliament now - Shri Shatrughan Sinha & others - some in public domain, some in
private conversations, that do not make a mockery of democracy and make Parliamentary
democracy meaningless and | hope like many of the other BJP MPs have told their Government
and Prime Minister that some better sense prevail upon the Government to waiver from its
obstinacy and obduracy.

On the question of the reaction of the Congress party on the ‘Dharna outside Lok Sabha
Speaker’s residence and is it not opening a new frontier, Shri Surjewala said | will find out the
fact. 1 think the Congress MPs were sitting in a ‘Dharna along with various other political
parties at the footsteps of the statue of Mahatama Gandhi.

On the question of statement by one independent MLA Engineer Rashid of J&K Assembly with
regard to ceasefire violations, Shri Surjewala said | have not seen the statement of the
independent Legidature. | will have alook at it and revert back to you but raising the flags or
creation of aunit of ISISterroristsin J&K is part of the same trend that | just pointed out. If ISIS
terrorists, who according to various intelligence report that are yet not completely confirmed, are
going to create units in the State of J&K particularly when at the international level 1SIS
terrorists are planning steadily so, subject to confirmation, an attack on India and its democracy,
it isindeed worrisome.

On the question whether the Congress MPs would urge the Lok Sabha Speaker to revoke their
suspension, Shri Surjewala said Parliamentary democracy norms and respect for the basic tenets
of Parliamentary functioning warrant that the Hon’ ble Speaker reconsider her decision to permit
dissent and dissension which are fundamentals of Parliamentary functioning.

Sd/-
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