Highlights of the Press Briefing November 02, 2016

Shri A. K. Antony, CWC Member & former Union Minister, Shri Randeep Singh Surjewala,
MLA, In-charge Communication Deptt. AICC and Shri RPN Singh, former Union Minister &
Spokesperson AICC addressed the media today.
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Shri Antony said we are all shocked and sad about what happened in the capital yesterday. The tragedy
of suicide committed by an ex-serviceman for OROP is the main responsibility of the present
Government. They are responsible for this suicide. My sympathies are for the family of the deceased
ex-serviceman. Modi Government including the Prime Minister and the Defence Minister is telling for
the last one year that they have already implemented the OROP fully but actually most of the ex-
servicemen are still waiting to receive the OROP. Modi Government while implementing the OROP,
they have diluted the OROP order issued by the UPA Government. As my colleague said now instead
of 'One Rank One Pension', it is 'One Rank Five Pensions'.

Today, our Leader Shri Rahul Gandhi Ji, when he went to the Hospital to meet the Members of the
deceased soldier's family, as a normal courtesy of Indian culture, he was prevented and he was illegally
detained. More than any other leaders in the country, Shri Rahul Gandhi even while outside the
Government, played a major role in implementing this OROP. Many a times, Shri Rahul Gandhi Ji
requested the Prime Minister that he must implement the OROP as early as possible. So, from day one
onwards, he was actively involved in the welfare of the ex-servicemen, not only for the OROP but for
the welfare and all other activities.

OROP scheme was implemented by the UPA-I1I. In the Budget of Shri P. Chidambaram in February 17,
2014, this Scheme was announced. After that our Government issued Order in which it has been
decided to implement principle of OROP for all ranks of Defence Forces. For the first time in the
history of Independent India, OROP came in 2014 Budget. After that the Government issued the Order.
The Government worked out the details in the order and also clarified what is the meaning of OROP.

We had clarified "OROP implies that uniform pension will be paid to the Armed Forces personnel
retiring in the same Rank with the same length of service, irrespective of the date of retirement and any
future enhancement in the rate of pension should be automatically passed on to the pensioners”. That
was our decision. That was the Order. So, irrespective of date of retirement, yesterday or ten years
back, a soldier who served in the same Rank for the same length of service, will be given the same
Pension, that was the Order issued by the UPA Government.

This Government diluted it. Our order was OROP. This Government diluted this and now it is 'One
Rank Five Pensions'. And also in our order, we have clarified this principle to also include the Family
Pensioners and Disability Pensioners also to be included in the Scheme. That was the decision taken by
the UPA Government. This decision for the first time to implement the OROP was announced by the
UPA Government in the Budget on 171" February 2014. The Government issued the Order wherein we
had clarified what is the meaning of OROP and also to include the Family Pensioners and Disability
Pensioners.

Then Elections came, our Government changed. Modi Ji came.



During the election time, he had made an announcement that the day he would be the Prime Minister
and | take over, one of the first decisions will be the implementation of the OROP. The Armed Forces
personnel were forced to have agitations, for months together, hunger strike, relay strike, then only they
could get it implemented and that also instead of OROP, 'One Rank Five Pensions'. And the ex-
servicemen continued their agitation not only in Delhi but in Patna and many other State Capitals and
the Government said that they will remove all these anomalies. For that they announced a 'One Man
Commission'. That Report is still with the government and they are not implementing. That is why still
the Serviceman all over the country, are carrying on the strike, hunger strike, token strike in whichever
manner. Actually the present Government, instead of implementing the order issued by our
Government, they have diluted it. Ex-servicemen are on the war path but the Prime Minister repeatedly,
even from the ramparts of Red Fort, said he has to implement the OROP. He was telling every time,
that we have fulfilled everything.

This is totally false, if everything was implemented, this tragedy would not have taken place. They are
still waiting for the OROP. That is what happened today. These issues, after Pay Commission, lot of
other issues are there. There is complaint in the ranks. The Armed Forces personnel are restless. We are
not politicizing it. During our time, only the BJP leaders were on the streets. They were politicizing at
that time including the present Prime Minister — almost all the BJP Leaders were on the streets at that
time, they were politicizing it. Now we are only telling them to please implement the same which was
to be given to the ex-servicemen by the UPA but they have not implemented it. Apart from OROP, lot
of anomalies remain after the Pay Commission, they have to find a solution at the earliest. If they are
true to the praise of the Armed Forces, they must without any delay, on war footing, find immediate
solutions and remove all the anomalies, implement OROP in toto and at the earliest and also they must
remove all the anomalies of the Pay Commission. This is our request otherwise things will be even
more difficult in coming days.

| request the Government, the Prime Minister, at least after this, don't delay it, implement the OROP
and also find reasonable solution to the Pay Commission anomalies at the earliest. Shri Rahul Gandh Ji,
during UPA-1 and UPA-I1, even now, we would proudly say is concerned about the welfare of the
Armed Forces. He is continuously taking up their issue. He also wrote to the Prime Minister to please
give the Armed Forces their due as a 'Diwali Gift', he is always looking after their welfare; he is their
well wisher. When he was going to meet the relatives, normally it is an Indian culture, you go to
Hospital, we go to the House of the deceased person to console their relatives. It is natural but he was
detained. He was not allowed to meet the relatives but instead were treated cruelly the deceased
soldier's son was not allowed to meet him. This is unheard of in the Indian history. If they have any
kind of loyalty or sympathy for the Armed Forces, my humble request to the Prime Minister is to please
apologize to the family, and to the Nation for misleading them that they have already implemented the
ORORP.
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On the question that the BJP said as well as AAP are trying to take political mileage out of such issues,
Shri Surjewala said when Armed Forces and soldiers cry for justice, 125 Crore people of this country,
hear that cry of justice, cry for justice is coming from their heart from Modi Ji's politics. When soldiers
lay down their lives and are forced to commit suicide, on account of the pain and suffering, held upon
them by arrogant Modi Government, it is immeasurable pain felt by them but it is politics of the Modi
Government,. When family of dead soldiers are dragged and beaten on the streets by Modi Ji's police, it
may be drama for Modi Ji, but it is the harsh reality for the pain and the suffering of the family of the
soldier. When family of dead soldier demand justice, not for their father, but for millions and millions
of Army Men, they are illegally detained, kidnapped and arrested by Modi Ji's police. It may be a
drama for them but that is the harsh reality of the cruel, arrogant Modi Government.

Sa far as Kejriwal is concerned, it is the same insensitive Kejriwal who along with his other colleagues,
did not stop their speeches when a farmer committed suicide in front of them at Jantar Mantar.

| think it is time that Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi introspect, come down from the high saddle
that he is sitting upon where he is unable to see the pain and suffering of the same Armed Forces in
whose name he does politics but when it comes to giving them justice, he treats them with great
disrespect and insults them and their families.



